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trade, facilitate the sale of natural products, enrich your
lands, and improve your finances.

Such, SIRE, are the institutions which become a great
King; and not manufactures protected by exclusive
privileges, which only can be supported by injustice and
mountains of gold, and which do but contribute to
enrich a very small number of men; or to endow hospi-
tals, which, if there were no poor, would create paupers.

There are, alas! too many poor in Prussia, especially
at Berlin, and the poverty of whom demands your atten-
tion. In your capital it cannot be said without a painful
emotion, a tenth of the inhabitants receive public alms;
and this number annually augments. It is, no doubt,
necessary to limit the extent of cities, where excessive
population is productive of the worst consequences. In
them not only poverty takes birth, but the worst of
poverty, because it is not known how it may be remedied.
The poor of cities are beings that have lost all good
properties, moral and physical. But, speaking in gen-
eral, the best opponent to this increasing poverty would
be the houses of industry before mentioned, where all
men who have arms may labor; and not those useless
trades which are wretched in their pomp, and serve but
to encourage the luxury of splendor, which already eats
up your kingdom; nor those hospitals, fruitful sources of
depredation, of benefit only to their directors, which
engulf sums so considerable; while your schools, especially
those of the open country, are so neglected and so
miserable that the salaries of some of the headmasters
scarcely amount to fifteen crowns a year. Let Your
Majesty fit your subjects for labor by a proper mode of
instruction, and they will have no need of hospitals.

You are not ignorant, SIRE, that to instruct is one of
the most important duties of the Sovereign, as it is one of
his greatest sources of wealth. The most able man could
do nothing without forming those wht> surround him,
and whom he is obliged to employ; nor without teaching
them his language, and familiarizing them with his ideas
and his principles. The entire freedom of the Press,
therefore, ought to be enumerated among yotir first
regulations, not only because the deprivation of thisl professions, that do not appertain
